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We were experienced. We were careful. It wasn’t enough.--from UP FROM THE DEPTHSA
mini-memoir about a dive trip gone wrong, and the resulting aftermath of hospitals, paralysis,
and hope.Be forewarned, this is a short book. But it is only $.99.
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DAVID THATCHER WILSON:I’d like to tell you a story about myself:Job 2:4-6 So Satan
answered the Lord and said, ‘Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life. But
stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will surely curse You to
Your face!’ And the Lord said to Satan, ‘Behold, he is in your hand, but spare his
life.’ (NKJV)We were experienced. We were careful. It wasn’t enough.In July 1992 things looked
pretty good for me and my family. On the first of the month I had received my long-awaited
promotion to Lieutenant Commander in the Coast Guard. I had also received orders for a
transfer, and we were now looking forward to a move to a new home and a new job up north.
We had sold our home in Ft. Lauderdale, the movers had come to make their initial evaluation,
and on the twenty-fifth, we would be driving north. Or so we had planned before the Lord
allowed our plans to be changed.On July 11th, just two weeks before we were to start our drive
to Annapolis, my son, Jonathan, and I went for our last pre-move scuba diving trip together.
Jonathan was heading off to the Air Force in October, and we wanted to have some time
together before we moved and he left. We decided to take a deep dive to the Duane, a former
Coast Guard cutter that was now sunk in 130 feet of water as part of the artificial reef system
off Key Largo, the northernmost of the Florida Keys. Jonathan and I were both experienced
divers. He was a dive supervisor, and I had been a diving instructor for four years with more
than two hundred dives to my credit.The dive went well. The sun was hot, the water warm and
clear. We saw many barracuda and schools of baitfish around and in the wreck. We enjoyed
our brief bottom time exploring the wreck. On the way to the surface, as we made our safety
stop at fifteen feet, my right arm felt a little numb. I didn’t recognize the symptom. What was
happening was the onset of decompression sickness … “the bends.”1 My thoughts were
becoming muddled, and I remember thinking that my wetsuit sleeve must be too tight because
it was cutting off my circulation. Once we got to the surface, I had trouble swimming to the dive
boat. I felt unreasonably tired and weak, and couldn’t even climb up onto the dive platform at
the stern of the boat. As the boat captain hauled me up onto the platform I noticed my right
arm flopping around as though I had no control over it. The captain took my equipment off, but I
still could not stand. I had to be pulled aboard. Then things began to deteriorate quickly. As
nitrogen bubbles started to form in my brain I lost my ability to speak. I lay in the bottom of the
boat trying to make words come out to reassure my son that I was OK, but as Jonathan held
my hand I lapsed into unconsciousness.
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Frank Biel, “Five Stars. Very interesting story.”

Nick Harvey, “An essay about challenge and faith. For a diver like myself, this essay is a
reminder of the risks involved. For someone of faith, or considering the subject, this is a
wonderful example of how belief empowered the author through his tragedy.”

Elizabeth A., “Tragedy anchored in faith. If you have experienced a personal tragedy that has
altered your life, David's personal story will resonate with you. He shares how "his plan" for life
and his goals were turned upside due to a diving accident. He embraced God and held on as
his life and his family's life were completely changed. He truly understands "letting go and
letting God".”

Ebook Tops Reader, “A short and powerful test of courage and faith.. This is a short story, but
demonstrates one man's diving tragedy and his perseverance to make the best of a bad
situation. Very informative and a phenomenal testimony of faith.”

Ebook Tops Reader. HJJ, “Loved the true story of love and courage. Would love to see a redo
with added chapters covering how God has used you and your life !. Loved the true story of
love and courage. Would love to see a redo with added chapters covering how God has used
you and your life !”

The book by Aléna Ènn has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 5 people have provided feedback.
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